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Christmas
Traditions

By De Anne Bauer
Throughout the world, Christmas is a

day of celebrat ion in recogni tion of the
birth of Jesus Christ. The un iversal feel-
ing of "Peace on Earth, good wilI toward men"
prevai ls, as young and old alike gather to
listen to the story of the three wise men

who gave Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.

Christmas trees are decorated , hol ly
and mist letoe are hung, and carols fil| the
crisp, winter air. This is how our country
celebrates Christmas, but how do other countriies
observe the birth of Christ? Here are a few
examp les:

Great Britain
In this country, chi ldren hang stockings

by the fireplace to wait for "Father Christmas

Christmas is called Royine Dav da
itish fami l ies give money to the mi lkman,

pos tman, and others who have served them
fai thful ly throughout the year

an,

France
On Christmas Eve the French chi l dren

place their shoes on their doorsteps so "Le
Petit Noe|" (the Christ Child) may fill them
with gifts. Mistletoe is a symbol of good
luck, and is hung in every doorway. The
traditi onal Yule log must be brought in and

it must also be largeenoughto burnconsistently
irom Christmas to New Year's Day. Smal|
Nativi ty scenes are set up, and the fami ly
enjeus, a feast of Strasbourg (l iver pudd ing)
ang black puddi ng.

Germany
Germans sometimes have a Christmas tree

for each mẹmber of the fami ly. The trees
are decorated with li ghts and candy. Lubecker
marz i pan, a type of almond candy which is
colored and shaped to look Ii ke meat, fruit,
and toys is the favorite kind of candy for
decoratingthe Trees. e Eve
mae hlM iohti ng of the tree).uTe
3T
feast of roast goose is often enjoyed.ea

A Tree Trimming
Noti ng a definite lack of Christmas decorat ions

+1 he iontook i+ s WeeK,àgroupof stude
orate the diesel engi ne

in the pit like aChristmas tree.
Switzerland
Young Swiss people visit nine fountains

on their way to midnight Chr istmas Eve church Polànd
services. Each one takes three sips f rom
each fountain. Legend has it that if they
do this, they wil| find the ir future wife
or husband waiting at the door of the church. Holy Child always stands vacant

Finlaand
The Christmas season in Fin-

fore Christmas. At nightfali they Iand leads up to a special Christ-
mas di nner. A traditional Christ-
mas dinner consi sts of prepared

at the fest ive table. Instead of fish called "Lipeaka l a", baked
presents, Poles bake small wafers ham, casserole of stewed prunes,

and mashed turnips, and a rice
porridge for dessert.

Poles fast the whole day be-

have a feast. A chair for the

Italy
Italians fast the day before Christmas.

They ho ld a ceremony where the fami ly gathers called "op latki", and stamp them
around tha one-half Presepio (miniafure scene with fiqures of the Nativity.
of Bethlehem with tiny figures of the Holy
Fami ly, sheperds, and wise men). Whi le the
mother places a figure of the Bambino (infant among friends.
Jesus) in the manger, the rest of the fami ly
prays. Presents are then brought in and
distributed from a large crock cal led the

"Urn of Fate."

Then they are blessed by the priest.
These wafers are then exchanged

Spain
After midnight mass, the

Spanish fil| the streets and begin
S31gan dnlng The
deccrate the houses, storefronts,
and streets

(nacimi entoes are nativity scenes)

Swecen
December 13th marks the begi nn i ng of

the Swed i sh celebration, St. Lucia Day. The
chi ldren of this country believe that little
elves help them with the hoiiday preparat ions,
so to thank the elves, or "Juul Nisse", they
leavefood on the table for themat night.
A Swedish feast consists of fish and Juu lgrot,
a pudding made of rice and mi lk.

Netherlands & Belgium
In thesecountries, the peo-

ple exchange gifts on December 6th
(or St. Nicholas Day). A man
dressed in rich robes of bishop,
and represent ing a saint, questions
the chi ldren about their yearly
behavior and promi ses to return
that night to bring them gifts.
The children fil theirwoodens

doorstep for St. Nicholas.

shoes with candy, cookies, and
fruits, then leave them on their

goodisaint comes,
and leaving gifts for the children
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Opinion Page
MehfadIhinking

The Christmas and New Year's
holidays have trad i tional ly been
count your blessi ngs and then resoI ve

the

a time to think over the past year,

to receive more of the same during
comi ng year.
The Eclectic staff, in counti ng

its bless ings at DMACC, could thi nk
of many such bless ings: the oppor-
tunity to go to school during an
economic slump, the educat ion stzdents
are rece iving here'and the oppor-
tuni ty to meet many new and different
people, to name. only a few. However,
they also came up with some things
they had received that none of them

vgdined Tor whencoming to
school. The list ran something Iike
this:

"On the twelfth day of Christmas

Twelve committees meeti ng;

Ten counselors counsel ing;

the col l ege gave to me:

Eleven classes cancel led;

li ne tow trucks towing ;
cight classrooms missing;
Seven teachers testingi
Six projects pend i ng;
Five parking fines;
Four fail ing grades;
Three drop slips;
Two admiss ion tests;
And an Eclectic Holiday wish."
So what was the re we could put

on our list of resolutions? Only
that over the holiday break we would
ave aS good a Time as possible and

oresent the student viewDoint better
and more accurately than in tho par.

From the Eclect ic staff, happy
holidays!

A True Confession
By Jim Craig

I have a confession tom
At the ripe old age of 19, I stil|
believe in Santa Claus. That's
right, despite thecommercializa-
tion of Christmas and all those
awful peop le who koep telling me
that I'm crazy, if for no other
reason, because I believe in old
Saint Nick. |'m not about to give
up one of my favor i te bel iefs, not

havemanaged to keep it this
lóng.

For eleven months of the year
I try to keep track of all the bad
things that happen in the world.
This I accept as a part of the
profession. But even if eleven months
each year I hear how bad the wor ld is,
I absolutely bel ieve there is sti l|
hope. That hope is of course, Santa
Claus and the Christmas spirit.

Periodi cal ly, I tend to forget
that feel ing and seem more like
Charles Dickens "Ebenezer Scrooge."
The newspaper staff firm ly bel ieves
this is my state most of the time.
But I still try to maintain some-
thi ng of the spirit at Christmas time
and what better illustrates that be-
lief than Santa Claus.

Nearly everywhere you go, and
no matter how bad it seems, there
is stil| somethi ng good. Not very
long ago I was talking with a litt le
Ital ian lady w' had more than a
Tittle difficulty speakingEnglish.
As a result, we were having a lot of
trouble comunicating. But as we
closec the conversat ion, we both
said goodbye. But she added four
Tittle words that completely changed
both our moods. As I left she said,
" Have a merry Christmas." Here a
total stranger had wished me a "merry
Christmas." She had nothing to gain,

but certainly nothi ng to lose. It
struck me in a very strange way.
What is this power that makes total
strangers, friends at this time of
year, and why at only this time of
year?

In another instance, a man who
scarcely spoke to me at all, let
alone a friendly or kind word, took
me by the arm and wished me "a merry
Christmas."

Throughout the twelve long
months of the caledar many peop le
have shown me various types of kind-
ness. It is because of all these
peop le, that | mainta in bel ief in
this legend of "Santa Claus" from
my childhood. Even if he isn't a
eal person, his spirit li ves,and

hue tolive. To all those enl
dispensewith the belief, I say
"Humbug." May they be boi led without
puddi ng and without a bow of hol ly.

In clos i ng, I would li ke to
wish more than the 3,000 students,
staff, facu l ty and administrators
on this campus a very, very nerry
Christmas and may al| of you have
many more tO come.

LETTERs
Thank You

To the Editor,
It seems impossibie to repay all the

ndnessand thoughttulness h
tome Nhie cards. visits, phone

given
hos

cal ls and fruit were great ly appreciated.
You students, staff, and Desi Moines Area

Community International Organi zation,(DMACI0)
will always be cher i shed in my memor i es. You
have proven to me that teach i ng read ing and
foreign student s. in bldgs.#24 at DMACC, is
the best place to meet beauti ful people.

From,
Johnson

Room #2406

Jackie Kin
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LayoutManager ...........
BusinessManager **.**

.*** Jim Craic
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The Eclectic is published bl-m on th ly by the Board of
Student Com munlcatlons at the Des Moines Area Com-
munity College, Ankeny Campus, Ankeny, lowa. The
Fclectic is edited and manage he adm instration,
expresee denartments, or of the student body. The
newspaper office is located In Bullding 21 R0om 2l19A
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HAZESosayst e YA... by Ted KoY
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ACADEMIC
RESEARCH
LIBRARY

Thousands of Topics
$2.75 per page

6.nane mail order catalog
of 5500 topics. Enclose
S1 00 to cover oostage (1-2
days delivery time).
519 GLENROCK AVE

SUITE #203
LOS ANGELES, CA. 90024

tee ouroosesonly

Biology Department
Takes First Place
TheDMACC Biology department recently took
first place in the salt water division of the
Greater lowa Aquarium Association. The award
made it the 1974 state champion. Working on
the project were from left to right Robert
Hanson, student; Burgess Shriver, dept, chm.
math and science; Dorothy Franke, asst. dir-
ector of general ed.; Barbara Eastwood,

Marge Clarke and Tom Hi l Ison, Biology instruc-
1 tors; and JoEI lyn Engleman, lab prepator, math

science department.

BRING THIS COUPON

Lunchtime Special

69
Tle Colonel lewer tlhe cnt of ating
Ton gct two picces of finger liesin gooc
Seutuek Frie Chicken and a oll lor
der 708

Vst theColonel
Kesucky FredGhickene

phoneAnkery, lowa
740 Ankeny Blvd 964-4000

maSteas
OHNERS DAVID AND BONNIE BARTELS

OFFER

10%OFF
TO ALL DHACC STUDENTS FEATURING USDA

CHOICE STEAKS, LO8STER, CHICKEN AND
SANDWICHES. ID'S MUST
BE PRESENTED

1975 N.W. 86th
(CliveRoad)

Clive AMERCAS STEAK ĐPERT
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REAT

NSL

CLY
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Kech Christ Jn
Chislmas

Give A Gift To Remember

Hín To Those You Love

Quiet Time Christian Store
702 Third Street

9-9 daily till Christmas
10% Off On Al1 Bibles

Surprised What
College Tumed
Out To Be!!

so, evaluateyoursituaion,
For 56 vears, Northwest Insti-
tute has offered an alternative
atOWIng tuture inmed

In 6-15 months of intensive
individual training. you can be
conidentin you ute

Or r medica
ah t hnician
After graduation your future
starts out like it should. With

Call us collect or send this
cOupon and we'll give you fac-
tual information on å bright
Tuture.

FOR A BROCHURE ON CcOMPLETE DETAILS

CALLCOLLECT 612. 721-2428

Name
Address

Gy
Phone

State Zip

NORTHWEST
INSTITUTE

3408 EAST LAKE STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 55406
TEOIIAU
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"Pilent Nighl

When he first got out of the
weather-torn Vega, he had forgotten

His first breath
walked toward the Liaht the sound of
his feet made funny, squ ishynoises;
at this he laughed even though he
felt stup id about running out of gas
The more he walked, the colder he got
so he began to run. He said to himself,
you are so ignorant!"

Final ly he reached the farmhouse

Treezing alir he shivered to try to

and rapped upon the door. His body
was cold. As he stood outside in the

keep warm.
The door of the house creaked

open and a tiny lady around 70 years
old squinted to see her visitor.
She somewhat resemb led his grandmother.
With this he felt af ease.

net"M he said, sti| shivering.
"|ve run out of gas down the road

May use yor telephone please?"

you catch your death of cold."

the smel| of ant iques came upon his

"Why sure you can. Come in betore

When he walked into the house

e red nose. Thewomanclosed thedoor
beh ind h im and said, "My but isn't

by Julie Rutz

As the cold north wind blew
through the trees in late December,
a lone car drove down the highway.
The night was chilly as it is alIways
is three days before Christmas.

The young man, not much older
thanietor p TnWOOTens
radio. He had been traveli ng fo

som time now and was very close to
his destination.

Driving through lowa at this
time of the: year was' def initely not
the most excitng thing to do, he
thought. But, being able to see old
friends and relatives would make his
trip worthwh i Ie. He would never
forrat Arinking. hot cocoa with his
crazy Aunt Margaret. Or. al [ the good
times he had with his best friend
J im. Yes, he thought, on ly a few
more mi les.

A smi le came 'cross his face
remenber i ng.

His redsnow-coveredVega
sudden ly started coughing, choki ng,
and stopped. What ?" he said
outloud. Then he remembered he had

neglected to fil| his gas tank.
He was the ki nd of guy who

doesnt let this type of thing worry
him. Only now it seemed that he was

Worrie. ToneaT ?
strandeossihle chanceofwit

anwhere, a quick outburst
of madoess spl urged from his mouth
After he pulled himself together, he
real ized that within a close distance
lay a ti ny farmhouse. He wou ldn't
have known it was so close except

it cold out there?"
He agreed and found his way to

the phone. Af ter he made the phone

that a smal| flicker ing Iight shown Onceagain.

cal| to the station, and roung Tnd
he çould get gas, his madness flared

The woman returned with a plate
of newly baked gingerbread, sugar,
and chocolate ch ip cookies. His
mouth watered as he ate most of the
cookies on the plate. He had forgotten
he was hungry.

rocker-| ike chair andremained to talk
Again the woman sat down in a

for 10-20 minutes about al| the great
tines she had dur i ng Christmas. The
children laughing, getting caug
the mist letoe by "handsome" young
men, si nging carols in the streets,
decorating the tree, giving gitTS,
maki ign andTamily reunic

ell, "she said,musn KeopvOuafrom oti sOt
always ramble on. It's just so nice
to see such a friendly man like you.
|'m so glad that you came."

Af thismomenthe reali zedsomething
hich he had never thought of be fore.

My God, he thought, she'l| be all
alone over Christmas! This nice
Woman alone.

"Would you Ii ke to come with me,
ves for"Ye vesChris

and possibly call the nearest STaTTOnwarm himself from the cold. They sat woman hesitated, "|'m having a reunion
KI

"Why, thank you, But the

here. I would.. .but I have so much

from the window of the farmhouse. Thewoman,aware of the situat ion,L
use Offered him some hot tea and told him o

He decided to hedd Tor ne nouse to sit near the crackli ng fire to
to get some gas in front of the fire and the grandra-

Tike woman asked, "Do you live near
here?

"Why no, I don't," answered he.
"|'m from Nevada and was on my way
to visit some relatives for Christmas."
He sipped his tea. It tasted so good
goi ng down.

to do here."
"Oh," he said. "Well, thank you

so very much for everything. I had
a wonderful time. Those cookies
were areat. "

"Wil you please come back again
if you're nearby," said the woman.
"Even if you don't run out of gasisnt that nice," replied

the woman. "I was In Las nGep come back.
en wasthat wasyedrlove this time ofite

year, don't you? It's such a glor ious
time. The birth of Christ, giving

"|'d love to, 1f have time
| will, OK?" he said.

" He put on his coat and smi led.
What nice woman he thought. He wal ked
out into theDecember air that wasn't so
cold for his soul waswarm.

Behi nd the doo, the woman,
smiling, vegan to pick up the used
tea cups, She sat down abruptly in
her rocker-I i ke chair and began to
sing "si lent Night." Her voice
cracked. as she sang. Her eyes
flooded with wet, sad tears. Tears
rol led down her cheeks. There was
to be no Christmas for her. Only
memories of Chr istmases past. She
sighed in relief and crump led her
head to her lap. Waiting for sone
memory to make her happy.

"Silent Night..."

gifts, eat ing cookies and hamand all
the trimmings. Christmas, yes, Christmas.

He sat in front of the fire sipping
the last of his tea and said, Yes,
this is a beauti ful time of year.
Although I woul dnt mind it being a
Iittle warmer."

"Yes, said the woman. "But that's
the beauty of it. To sit near the
fire. " With th is she realized his
cup was empty.
need more tea. "

"Oh, do believe you

"Thank you," he said.

"Would you like some cookies,
too?" I bake them every time near
Christmas. Especial ly for people
like you. Well, I mean for visitors
and such, "

"|'d love some," he said. As
the womangot up to get the cookies,
he wondered what she was doing over
her Christmas. Does she go to
reunions? he thought. Where is
her fami ly?


